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Board of Trustees
June 2, 2026
University of Massachusetts Board of Trustees  Amherst, Boston, Dartmouth, Lowell, Medical, Law 
Board of Trustees							     Minutes
Tuesday, June 2, 2026; 9:15 a.m., University of Massachusetts Boston		           Campus Center, Alumni Lounge, 2nd Floor, 100 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts
Pursuant to Sections 20 and 30A of Chapter 20 of the Acts of 2021, as most recently amended by Section 1 of Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2025, as signed by the Governor on March 28, 2025

Trustees Present:
Chairman Karam; Vice Chair Burns; Trustees Berry, Colella, Cooper, Delgado, Marino, Matias, O’Brien, Paris Jeffries, Ramos Gagliardi, Raymond, Scheibel, Sullivan, Tolman, Williams, Wu and Zrike
Trustees Absent:
Trustees Brunelle, Cuba, Fiola and Okwara
University Administration:
President Meehan; General Counsel Lowy; Senior Vice Presidents Calise and Walker; Chancellors Reyes, Suárez-Orozco, Fuller, Chen and Collins; Provosts Abd-El-Khalick, Berger, Melikechi and Flotte; Associate Provost Meressi; Vice Chancellors Mangels, Kirleis, Doyle, Arrigo and Culverwell
Faculty Representatives:
Professors Hoagland, Amherst; Roscoe, UMass Dartmouth; Marchand, UMass Lowell; and Walker, UMass Chan Medical School
Documents Used:
· Meeting Minutes: April 7, 2026 (Open Session)
· Meeting Minutes: April 8, 2026 (Open & Executive Session)

Chair Karam convened the meeting at 9:15 a.m.
Consideration of Minutes of the prior meeting of the Board
Chairman Karam stated that the Board was provided with the draft meeting minutes of the April 7, 2026 meeting’s open session and the April 8, 2026 meeting’s open and executive sessions, and asked for any corrections. With no corrections, the minutes were approved.
Chair’s Remarks
Chairman Karam thanked Chancellor Suárez-Orozco and the UMass Boston team for hosting the Board Meeting. He also thanked the Trustees who attended and spoke at the Commencement ceremonies across the five campuses, specifically Vice Chair Burns for attending 17 Commencement events and ceremonies. Chairman Karam also recognized and thanked the outgoing Student Trustees – Ava Marino, Abigail Raymond, Gina Cuba, Abigail Cooper and Bethany Berry.
Chairman Karam reported that all three of the major rating agencies affirmed UMass’ strong bond ratings – Moody’s: Aa2 (stable), Fitch: AA (stable) and S&P Global: AA- (stable) – which is significant given the challenges facing the higher education sector. These results are a direct reflection of the work the University has done to prioritize its long-term financial strength. He also highlighted the significance of the Fiscal Health Policy to formalize the financial management and operational improvements implemented over the past several years, making it a standing policy rather than just a best practice.
Chairman Karam acknowledged this is the last Board of Trustees meeting for Chancellor Collins, the longest-serving chancellor in the history of UMass. On behalf of the Board, he expressed gratitude for his service, partnership and leadership of the UMass Chan Medical School. He also welcomed incoming Chancellor, Dr. McManus.
Nomination of the Governance Committee Members
Chairman Karam stated that per the Board Bylaws, the Governance Committee membership for 2026-2027 is established. Chairman Karam will serve as Chair, Vice Chair Burns will serve as Vice Chair, and Trustees Fiola, Scheibel and Tolman will serve as members. The Committee will meet and report back to the Board at its annual meeting in September.
Student Trustee Report, UMass Boston
Trustee Raymond reported on the progress and concerns at UMass Boston. UMass Boston concluded another successful academic year, conferring 2,740 undergraduate degrees, 1,090 master’s degrees, and 122 doctoral degrees. Other campus accomplishments highlighted included: a comprehensive emergency preparedness exercise involving campus and City of Boston public safety partners, the opening of a new police and Public Safety station, Earth Month programming focused on sustainability and resilience, and the Student Government Associations passage of the “No Student Goes Hungry Act,” which provides $4,000 in funding for the U-ACCESS campus food pantry. She also recognized campus administration and the community for their response to the February flooding in the East Residence Hall, praising the collaboration between students, staff, and student organizations to support affected residents.
Trustee Raymond raised concerns regarding proposed increases to campus parking fees and the importance of maintaining affordability and accessibility for UMass Boston’s predominately commuter student population.
Trustee Raymond reflected on her last meeting as student trustee after serving for two years, the significance of student representation in governance and gratitude for the opportunity to serve.
President’s Report
President Meehan acknowledged the passing of Henry M. Thomas III, former chair of the UMass Board of Trustees and longtime President and CEO of the Urban League of Springfield. He also thanked the Trustees who attended and spoke at the Commencement ceremonies and congratulated the more than 21,000 graduates across the System, including the Student Trustees who graduated this year.
President Meehan highlighted the affirmation of the University’s strong bond ratings and stable outlook by Moody’s, Fitch and S&P Global. He credited the Board of Trustees, Chancellors, and Administration and Finance teams for their leadership in maintaining the University’s strong financial position despite challenges facing higher education. President Meehan outlined the FY27 operating budget of $4.5B, which projects an operating margin of 2% while accounting for ongoing federal research funding uncertainty and the status of the state budget process. He stated that the Governor’s and Senate’s budget proposals fully fund the Commonwealth’s share of collective bargaining costs and includes funding for Student SUCCESS grants, while the House proposal would require the University to cover more than 75% of collective bargaining expenses. President Meehan confirmed he is continuing to advocate for state support while preparing for multiple budget scenarios. He also provided updates on other legislative priorities, including the DRIVE Act and the BRIGHT Act.
President Meehan congratulated Dr. Jean Rhodes from UMass Boston for being named the 2026 Roy J. Zuckerberg Endowed Leadership Chair.
President Meehan recognized and thanked Chancellor Collins for all that he has done over a two-decade tenure at the University. He highlighted his many accomplishments, including elevating UMass Chan Medical School into a nationally and internationally recognized leaders in medical education, biomedical research, and clinical care; overseeing significant growth in research funding, enrollment, academic programs, and campus facilities; expanding opportunities to educate primary care physicians through new regional campuses; and leading record-breaking philanthropic efforts that strengthened the University’s educational and research mission.
Trustees joined President Meehan in thanking Chancellor Collins.
Chancellor Collins thanked the Board and stated that the University’s accomplishments are the result of the collective efforts of an exceptional leadership team. He asked members of his team to stand and be recognized. Chancellor Collins stated he is confident in Dr. McManus and that the UMass Chan Medical School will continue to achieve even greater success under his leadership.
Standing Committee Reports:
Report of the Committee on Academic and Student Affairs
[bookmark: _Hlk145600661]Trustee Paris Jeffries reported that the Committee on Academic and Student Affairs met on Tuesday, May 19, 2026. President Meehan gave his report followed by remarks from Senior Vice President Walker. Senior Vice President Walker congratulated the more than 21,000 graduates and highlighted the UMass research enterprise, particularly the Office of Technology Commercialization and Ventures Awards and UMass Innovates.
[bookmark: _Hlk100572066]The Committee considered and voted on two action items: Appointment to Named Professorship at University of Massachusetts Amherst, Boston and Lowell, and Approval of Revisions to the Faculty Senate Constitution at the University of Massachusetts Dartmouth. The action items were voted for inclusion in the Consent Agenda for full Board action. The Committee then had one discussion item on Data Strategy for Improving Student Outcomes: An Introduction to Project Zeno.
The Committee then voted to enter Executive Session for the purpose of considering two action items: Appointments with Tenure and Awards of Tenure. The tenure items were also voted for inclusion in the Consent Agenda for full Board action.
Report of the Audit and Risk Committee
Trustee Scheibel reported that the Audit and Risk Committee met on Wednesday, May 20, 2026. Chief Audit Officer David reviewed Internal Audit’s mission, purpose and organizational independence, and the Fiscal Year 2027 Internal Audit Plan. The Committee voted on one action item: Approval of the Fiscal Year 2027 Internal Audit Plan. The action item was voted for inclusion in the Consent Agenda for full Board action.
The Committee heard from Assistant Vice President Packard who provided an update on the University’s System-wide Enterprise Risk Management (ERM) Program and the ongoing mitigation assessment for the top 10 risks, including mitigation strategies for the number one risk – financial sustainability. The Committee then heard from KPMG who provided a higher education industry update, the results from the Uniform Guidance Audit and their fiscal year 2026 audit plan.
The Committee then voted to enter Executive Session.
Report of the Committee on Administration and Finance
Trustee O’Brien stated he is grateful for the opportunity to serve on the Board as an alumnus and shared that ten members of the O’Brien family have benefited from a UMass education. He thanked President Meehan, Senior Vice President Calise, and the members of the Committee on Administration and Finance for their important work.
[bookmark: _Hlk130223440]Trustee O’Brien reported that the Committee on Administration and Finance met on Wednesday, May 20, 2026. Senior Vice President Calise provided a comprehensive presentation on the current fiscal year including the FY26 Q3 projection and the results of the recent debt refinancing.
The Committee considered and voted on five action items: Approval of the University’s Fiscal Year 2027 Operating Budget; Authorization to Allocate the Fiscal Year 2027 State Appropriation; Approval of Changes to the Reserves Policy; Approval of Changes to the Capital Projects List: Vote 1 Traditional Project, 403 Belmont Street (VA Building) 3rd Floor Buildout, Worcester City Campus Corporation (WCCC), UMass Chan medical School; and Establishment of Endowed Professorships, UMass Amherst and Boston. The action items were approved and placed on the Consent Agenda.
The Committee then voted to enter Executive Session for the purpose of hearing one discussion item.
Consent Agenda
Chairman Karam stated that on May 19, 2026, the Committee on Academic and Student Affairs approved and voted to place their action items on the Consent Agenda for Board approval, and on May 20, 2026, the Audit and Risk Committee and the Committee on Administration and Finance approved and voted to place their action items on the Consent Agenda for Board approval. He then asked for a motion to approve items 1-10 on the Consent Agenda. It was moved by Trustee Wu and seconded by Trustee Marino.
The Assistant Secretary called the roll with each Trustee asked to vote yes or no. Chairman Karam voted for the motion as did Vice Chair Burns; Trustees Colella, Delgado, Marino, Matias, O’Brien, Paris Jeffries, Ramos Gagliardi, Raymond, Scheibel, Sullivan, Tolman, Williams, Wu and Zrike.
VOTED: To approve the following votes listed as 1-10 on the Consent Agenda:
The Committee on Academic and Student Affairs approved items 1-4 on May 19, 2026.
1. Appointments to Named Professorships and Endowed Chairs, UMass Amherst, Boston, Lowell, Document T26-028
To concur with the President in the appointment of Professor Julie Brigham-Grette as a Distinguished Professor at the University of Massachusetts Amherst.
To concur with the President in the appointment of Professor James Smethurst as a Distinguished Professor at the University of Massachusetts Amherst.
To concur with the President in the appointment of Professor Nianqiang Wu as a Distinguished Professor at the University of Massachusetts Amherst.
To concur with the President in the appointment of Professor Christina Cipriano as the Joseph W. and Alma W. Keilty Endowed Chair in Education at the University of Massachusetts Amherst.
To concur with the President in the appointment of Professor Jun Yao as the Armstrong Professional Development Professor at the University of Massachusetts Amherst.
To concur with the President in the appointment of Professor Emily Patterson as the Marieb Endowed Professor of Nursing and Engineering Innovation at the University of Massachusetts Amherst.
To concur with the President in the appointment of Professor Abdallah Georges Assaf as the Robert L. Epstein Endowed Professor at the University of Massachusetts Amherst.
To concur with the President in the appointment of Associate Professor Dimity Peter as the James T. Brett Endowed Chair in Disability and Workforce Development at the University of Massachusetts Boston.
To concur with the President in the appointment of Professor Ellen Wetmore as the Nancy Donahue Endowed Professor at the University of Massachusetts Lowell.
2. Approval of Revisions to the Faculty Senate Constitution, UMass Dartmouth, Document T17-037, as amended
To approve the revisions to the Faculty Senate Constitution at the University of Massachusetts Dartmouth.
3. Appointments with Tenure, UMass Amherst, Document T26-029
To concur with the President in the appointment with tenure of Professor Christopher A. Davis in the Department of Earth, Geographic, and Climate Sciences at the University of Massachusetts Amherst.
To concur with the President in the appointment with tenure of Associate Professor Chao Zhao in the Department of Chemical Engineering at the University of Massachusetts Amherst.
4. Awards of Tenure, UMass Amherst, Boston, Lowell, Chan Medical, Document T26-030
To concur with the President in the awards of tenure to the following individuals in the following departments:
Amherst:
· Associate Professor Faruk Akkuş, Linguistics
· Associate Professor Daniel Albert, Music & Dance
· Associate Professor Fatima Anwar, Electrical & Computer Engineering
· Associate Professor Camille V. Barchers, Landscape Architecture & Regional Planning
· Associate Professor Burcu Baykurt, Communication
· Associate Professor Chase Cornelison, Biomedical Engineering
· Associate Professor Maria Galano, Psychological & Brain Sciences
· Associate Professor Matthew Godfrey, Marketing
· Associate Professor Ximena Gómez, History of Art & Architecture
· Associate Professor Elisa Gonzales, Theater
· Associate Professor Lutz Konrad Grossmann, Food Sciences
· Associate Professor Hui Guan, Information & Computer Science
· Associate Professor Jeremy Gummeson, Electrical & Computer Engineering
· Associate Professor Jamie Hartmann-Boyce, Health Promotion & Policy
· Associate Professor Shannon LaFayette Hogue, Classics
· Associate Professor Meghan Huber, Mechanical & Industrial Engineering
· Associate Professor Zhanfei Lei, Operations & Information Management
· Associate Professor Jennifer Mack, Speech, Language & Hearing Sciences
· Associate Professor Sibongile Mafu, Biochemistry and Molecular Biology
· Associate Professor Varghese Mathai, Physics
· Associate Professor Debi Prasad Mohapatra, Resource Economics
· Associate Professor Shota Momma (Negishi), Linguistics
· Associate Professor Eleonore Neufeld, Philosophy
· Associate Professor Irem Onder Neuhofer, Hospitality, Tourism & Management
· Associate Professor Olufolajimi (Jimi) Oke, Civil & Environmental Engineering
· Associate Professor Anuj Pradhan, Mechanical & Industrial Engineering
· Associate Professor Matthew Sherwood, Accounting
· Associate Professor Samantha Solano, Landscape Architecture & Regional Planning
· Associate Professor Andrew D. Stephens, Biology
· Associate Professor Haeden Stewart, Anthropology
· Associate Professor Robert Lawrence Williams, Architecture
· Associate Professor Viviana Chiu Sik Wu, School of Public Policy
· Associate Professor Yanfen You, Marketing
· Associate Professor Shuang Zhou, Physics
Boston:
· Associate Professor Ozgun Babur, Computer Science
· Associate Professor Hadi Banat, English
· Associate Professor Tashuana Blankenship, Psychology
· Associate Professor Olga Goulko, Physics
· Associate Professor Azizah Jor'dan, Exercise & Health Sciences
· Associate Professor Labib Rouhana, Biology
· Associate Professor Susan Tan, English
· Associate Professor Mayra Vidal, Biology
Lowell:
· Associate Professor Peter C. Bender, Physics & Applied Physics
· Associate Professor Rodrigo Castro Cornejo, Political Science
· Associate Professor Daniel Garrett Glasscock, Mathematics & Statistics
· Associate Professor Minhyung (Minnie) Joo, Political Science
· Associate Professor Stephen T. Lam, Chemical Engineering
· Associate Professor Christine Montecillo Leider, Education
· Associate Professor Joshua Long, Criminology & Justice Studies
· Associate Professor Tamara Montag-Smit, Management
· Associate Professor Sashank Narain, Computer Science
· Associate Professor Joris Roos, Mathematics & Statistics
· Associate Professor Jane Sancinito, History
· Associate Professor Christopher B. Skinner, Environmental, Earth & Atmospheric Sciences
· Associate Professor Kristen Stern, World Languages & Cultures
· Associate Professor Chandra D. L. Waring, of Sociology
· Associate Professor Robai Nasaba Werunga, Education
Chan Medical School:
· Professor Mark D. Johnson, Department of Neurological Surgery

The Audit and Risk Committee approved item 5 on May 20, 2026.
5. Fiscal Year 2027 Internal Audit Plan, Document T26-031
To approve the Fiscal Year 2027 Internal Audit Plan.
The Committee on Administration and Finance approved items 6-10 on May 20, 2026.
6. Approval of the University’s Fiscal Year 2027 Operating Budget, Document T26-032
To approve the University’s Fiscal Year 2027 Operating Budget and to authorize the President to approve changes, as needed, based on the final General Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2027 and any changes made to it during the fiscal year.
7. Authorization to Allocate the Fiscal Year 2027 State Appropriation, Document T26-033
To direct the President to allocate the amount appropriated for the University of Massachusetts in line item 7100-0200 and other relevant line items of the General Appropriation Act for Fiscal Year 2027 to the campuses.
8. Approval of Changes the Reserves Policy, Document T18-026, as amended
To approve the update of the University Reserve Policy, including retitling it to the “University Fiscal Health Policy,” and to authorize the President or his/her designee to issue Standards to be followed by each campus.
9. Approval of Changes to Approved Capital Projects List: Vote 1 Traditional Project – 403 Belmont Street (VA Building) 3rd Floor Buildout, Worcester City Campus Corporation (WCCC), UMass Chan Medical School, Document T26-035
Pursuant to Trustee Policy T93-122, as amended, to authorize the following traditional project which requires a cost change >10% vote; the adoption of such vote hereby satisfies the University’s written request that the University of Massachusetts Building Authority undertake the following projects to the extent permitted by Trustee Policy T93-122, as amended:
	Building
	Total Building Deferred Maintenance
	Preliminary Campus Estimate
	Borrowed Funding

	403 Belmont – 3rd Floor Buildout
	N/A
	$10,700,000
	$10,700,000

	Total
	N/A
	$10,700,000
	$10,700,000









10. Establishment of Endowed Professorships and Chair, UMass Amherst, Boston, Document T26-034
That the Board take the following action in accordance with sections 1A(e) and 11 of Chapter 75 of the General Laws to establish the following:
The Berthiaume Family Endowed Professorship in Business at the University of Massachusetts Amherst.
The Berthiaume Family Endowed Professorship at the University of Massachusetts Amherst.
The Robert L. Epstein Endowed Professorship at the University of Massachusetts Amherst.
The Lisa Pike Masteralexis ’87 Endowed Professorship in Sport Management at the University of Massachusetts Amherst.
And further,
The James T. Brett Endowed Chair in Disability and Workforce Development at the University of Massachusetts Boston.
Vice Chair Burns thanked the trustees, particularly the Student Trustees, noting that the work of the Board is all done in service to students. She stated that serving on the Board was an unexpected honor and an experience she will never forget.
Chairman Karam thanked everyone for coming to the meeting and adjourned the meeting.
The time was 10:01 a.m.
Chelsey L. Burke
Assistant Secretary to the Board of Trustees
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