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Board of Trustees
April 7, 2026
University of Massachusetts Board of Trustees  Amherst, Boston, Dartmouth, Lowell, Medical, Law 
Board of Trustees							     Minutes
Tuesday, April 7, 2026; 4:00 p.m., via Zoom
Pursuant to Sections 20 and 30A of Chapter 20 of the Acts of 2021, as most recently amended by Section 1 of Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2025, as signed by the Governor on March 28, 2025

Trustees Present:
Chairman Karam; Vice Chair Burns; Trustees Brunelle, Colella, Delgado, Fiola (joined at 4:10 p.m.), Marino, Matias (joined at 4:07 p.m.), O’Brien, Paris Jeffries, Ramos Gagliardi, Scheibel, Sullivan, Tolman, Williams and Zrike
Trustees Absent:
Trustees Berry, Cooper, Cuba, Okwara, Raymond and Wu
University Administration:
President Meehan; General Counsel Lowy; Chancellors Suárez-Orozco, Fuller, Chen and Collins
Guest:
Dr. McManus (joined at 4:30 p.m.)
Documents Used:
· [bookmark: _Hlk216350766]Chancellor Search Committee Meeting Minutes: March 30, 2026 (Open & Executive Session)
· Appointment of Chancellor, UMass Chan Medical School, Document T26-024

Chairman Karam convened the meeting at 4:05 p.m. and reminded the Board that they continue to meet remotely as permitted by law.
Consideration of Minutes of the Prior Meetings of the Chancellor Search Committee
Chairman Karam stated that the Board was provided with the draft meeting minutes of the March 30, 2026 Chancellor Search Committee’s Open and Executive Session and asked for any corrections. With no corrections, the minutes were approved.
Under the Office of the Massachusetts Attorney General, Open Meeting Law Guide and Educational Materials, General Counsel Lowy, under the delegation of the UMass Board of Trustees, has determined that the March 30, 2026 executive session minutes will not be released and should remain confidential because publication would defeat the lawful purposes of the executive session.
Chair’s Remarks
Chairman Karam thanked the Board for convening to make a significant decision regarding the leadership of the UMass Chan Medical School. He thanked Trustee Brunelle for leading the Chancellor Search Committee and for overseeing a comprehensive, transparent, and inclusive search process. He also recognized Vice Chair Burns and Trustees Berry, Okwara, Williams, Wu, and members of the faculty, staff, and community who served on the Committee. 
Chairman Karam acknowledged the challenges associated with identifying leadership and is confident that the Committee succeeded in identifying an exceptional candidate to build upon Chancellor Collins’ accomplishments.
Report of the University of Massachusetts Chan Medical School Chancellor Search Committee
Trustee Brunelle provided an overview of the search process. The Committee held forums on October 1st and October 3rd to receive input from students, faculty, staff, and community members. Throughout the process, the Committee also received feedback through email and an online form, which helped shape the job description before launching a national search with the assistance of the search firm Isaacson, Miller. The search firm communicated with more than one hundred perspective candidates and presented the credentials of a subset of those candidates to the Search Committee. The Committee chose to interview ten candidates.
On March 30th, the Committee identified four finalist candidates for President Meehan and the Board of Trustees. Three candidates chose to visit the campus and meet with various constituency groups. He reported these sessions were well attended, with hundreds of campus community members meeting the finalist candidates, engaging in discussion, and asking questions. Throughout the entire process, members of the Committee showed a tremendous amount of commitment to UMass Chan, and he thanked them for their time, energy, and hard work.
President’s Recommendation on the Appointment of Chancellor of the University of Massachusetts Chan Medical School
President Meehan thanked Chancellor Collins for nearly two decades of leadership, guiding UMass Chan Medical School during a period in which it transformed into one of the best medical schools in the country for primary care education, research and service to the Commonwealth. He also thanked Trustee Brunelle, the Search Committee, and search firm for conducting a rigorous, thoughtful, and inclusive national search process.
 
President Meehan stated that following the most recent campus visits, he received extensive feedback from the UMass Chan community and considered the comments carefully.
President Meehan formally and enthusiastically recommended Dr. David McManus to the Board of Trustees as the next Chancellor of UMass Chan Medical School. He then provided the background for Dr. McManus, who is the Chair and Professor of Medicine at UMass Chan, and a renowned clinical and research cardiologist. His pioneering work in digital healthcare and artificial intelligence, his deep experience in both the clinical and research fields and his vision and collaborative nature, reflect the very best of UMass Chan. Dr. McManus is also an alumnus, earning an MD in 2002 and an MS in Clinical Investigation in 2012.
Appointment of the Chancellor of the University of Massachusetts Chan Medical School, Document T26-024
Chairman Karam asked for a motion to appoint David McManus as Chancellor of the University of Massachusetts Chan Medical School.
And further,
To authorize the President to enter into a contract with David McManus for the Position of Chancellor of the University of Massachusetts Chan Medical School in accordance with the March 17, 2026 recommendation of the Compensation Committee. It was moved by Trustee Scheibel and seconded by Vice Chair Burns.
Trustee Sullivan thanked Chancellor Collins for his years of leadership. Vice Chair Burns stated that she is confident the institution is in good hands with Dr. McManus. Trustee O’Brien thanked the Committee for the rigorous and successful process, stating that Dr. McManus has strong credentials and the capacity to strengthen the collaboration between UMass Chan and UMass Memorial Health. Trustee Scheibel thanked Trustee Brunelle for leading the search and is excited to work with Dr. McManus as he steps into the role.
Additional congratulations were shared.
The Assistant Secretary called the roll and each Trustee was asked to vote yes or no. Chairman Karam voted for the motion as did Vice Chair Burns; Trustees Brunelle, Colella, Delgado, Fiola, Marino, Matias, O’Brien, Paris Jeffries, Ramos Gagliardi, Scheibel, Sullivan, Tolman, Williams and Zrike.
VOTED: To appoint David McManus as Chancellor of the University of Massachusetts Chan Medical School.
And further, 
To authorize the President to enter into a contract with David McManus for the Position of Chancellor of the University of Massachusetts Chan Medical School in accordance with the March 17, 2026 recommendation of the Compensation Committee. It was moved by Trustee Scheibel and seconded by Vice Chair Burns.
Dr. McManus joined the meeting and Chairman Karam congratulated him on behalf of the Board for being unanimously chosen to be the next Chancellor of UMass Chan Medical School. Dr. McManus shared a personal story about receiving support from the then-Chancellor during a health emergency shortly after he was admitted to UMass Chan as a student. He stated that the compassion shown at that time shaped his lifelong commitment to the institution and reflected the ethos of the UMass Chan community. Dr. McManus highlighted the institution’s growth and national prominence in research, education, and patient care, and the importance of the collaboration with UMass Memorial Health. He plans to engage with faculty, staff, students, Board members, government officials, donors, and other stakeholders to develop a future vision for the institution and continue to advance UMass Chan’s mission.
Chairman Karam thanked everyone and adjourned the meeting at 4:35 p.m.
Chelsey L. Burke
Assistant Secretary to the Board of Trustees




-5-
