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Committee on Academic and Student Affairs

March 31, 2026

University of Massachusetts Board of Trustees  Amherst, Boston, Dartmouth, Lowell, Medical, Law 
Committee on Academic and Student Affairs     Minutes
Tuesday, March 31, 2026; 10:00 a.m., via Zoom
Pursuant to Sections 20 and 30A of Chapter 20 of the Acts of 2021, as most recently amended by Section 1 of Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2025, as signed by the Governor on March 28, 2025

Committee Members Present:
Chair Paris Jeffries; Trustees Cooper, Cuba, Raymond, Scheibel and Williams; Mr. Moreau (representing the Secretary of Education)
Committee Members Absent:
Vice Chair Ramos Gagliardi; Trustees Berry, Delgado and Okwara
University Administration:
President Meehan; General Counsel Lowy; Senior Vice Presidents Calise and Walker; Assistant Vice President Weaver; Chancellors Reyes, Suárez-Orozco, Fuller, Chen and Collins; Provosts Abd-El-Khalick, Berger, Balasubramanian, Hartman and Flotte
Faculty Representatives:
Professors Hoagland, UMass Amherst; Marchand, UMass Lowell
Documents Used:
· Meeting Minutes: December 11, 2025 (Open & Executive Session)
· Appointments to Named Professorships and Chairs, Document T26-013
· Advances in Artificial Intelligence at UMass, Document T26-014

Chair Paris Jeffries convened the meeting at 10:03 a.m.
He stated that the Committee continues to meet remotely as permitted by law.
Any member of the public wishing to address the Committee regarding an agenda item or issue related to the agenda, or to make an audio or video recording of the open public session of the Committee meeting, was provided notice by the Secretary of the Board through a posting indicating that such written requests needed to be received no later than 24 hours prior to the Committee meeting. Under the law, the Chair has complete discretion in granting or denying the request to speak and may limit the duration that the public has to address the Committee. No requests were received.
He reminded the Committee members to unmute themselves and state their name when moving or seconding the action items.
Consideration of Minutes of the Prior Meeting of the Committee
Chair Paris Jeffries stated that the Committee was provided with the draft minutes of the December 11, 2025 meeting’s Open and Executive Session and asked for any corrections. With no corrections, the minutes were approved.
Chair’s Report
Chair Paris Jeffries announced the meeting’s agenda: one action item, one discussion item, and three action items in executive session.
President’s Report
[bookmark: _Hlk72403956]President Meehan recognized Senior Vice President Walker for establishing the new “UMass Innovates” event series, which will highlight groundbreaking research being done by UMass faculty and students and bring national experts to the campuses.
President Meehan provided an update on the Early College Program, noting that Governor Healey specifically identified early college as an area of opportunity during her State of the Commonwealth Address. UMass now has partnerships with 25 high schools, serves more than 1,600 students a semester, and has saved students and families more than $3M in tuition and fees. He also discussed the ongoing effort to improve community college transfer pathways, including a transfer study being conducted by EY-Parthenon and a request for $10M in Student SUCCESS Grant funding.
President Meehan stated the University continues to face disruption and uncertainty with regards to federal funding. He acknowledged the advocacy efforts of Attorney General Campbell working with the Office of the General Counsel, and the Massachusetts Congressional Delegation. He assured the faculty, researchers, and students that they are doing everything possible to mitigate these federal impacts. President Meehan also provided an update on Governor Healey’s redrafted DRIVE bill which maintains the $200M for public higher education but made changes to the funding source.
President Meehan also highlighted the findings from a recent UMass Donahue Institute report demonstrating how important research and development is to the Massachusetts economy.
Senior Vice President’s Report
Senior Vice President Walker thanked Provost Hartman for his service to UMass Lowell, noting that he will lead the UMass Lowell Applied Research Corporation until June 1 and then begin his tenure as President of Western New England University. She also welcomed Dean Noureddine Melikechi, who will serve as Interim Provost.
Senior Vice President Walker discussed ongoing system-wide coordination in response to federal actions affecting higher education. Campus representatives continue to collaborate with the Massachusetts Attorney General’s Office and state stakeholders to support advocacy efforts. She thanked the Donahue Institute for providing insight into the significant economic impact of UMass on the Commonwealth. She also highlighted ongoing research into barriers facing community college transfer students. In collaboration with EY Parthenon, the University will conduct focus group interviews with these students to better understand the barriers to transferring to a UMass campus. In addition to the commitment of making transferring more accessible, the University is also focused on affordability. Senior Vice President Walker stated that the UMass Community College Advantage Scholarship was redesigned to ensure more students can access the $10,000 scholarship.
Senior Vice President Walker announced the rebranding of the annual system-wide symposium to “UMass Innovates,” a conference focused on innovation in teaching, research, and artificial intelligence. This year’s event will be hosted at UMass Boston on Tuesday, April 7.
Action Item #1: Appointments to Named Professorships and Endowed Chairs, UMass Amherst, Document T26-013
Chair Paris Jeffries asked for a motion to approve the Appointments to Named Professorships and Endowed Chairs at the University of Massachusetts Amherst. The motion was moved by Trustee Scheibel and seconded by Trustee Williams.
To recommend that the Board take the following action:
To concur with the President in the appointment of Professor Matthew Thomson as the Berthiaume Family Endowed Professor at the University of Massachusetts Amherst.
To concur with the President in the appointment of Professor Christopher Davis as the Paros Chair of Atmospheric Research and Hazard Mitigation at the University of Massachusetts Amherst.
Chair Paris Jeffries asked for questions or comments. With none, the Assistant Secretary called the roll with each Trustee asked to vote yes or no. Chair Paris Jeffries voted for the motion, as did Trustees Raymond, Scheibel, Williams and Mr. Moreau (representing the Secretary of Education).
Consent Agenda
Chair Paris Jeffries asked for a motion to place the Action Items on a Consent Agenda for the Board Meeting on April 8, 2026. The motion was moved by Trustee Scheibel and seconded by Trustee Williams.
The Assistant Secretary called the roll with each Trustee asked to vote yes or no. Chair Paris Jeffries voted for the motion, as did Trustees Raymond, Scheibel, Williams and Mr. Moreau (representing the Secretary of Education).
Discussion Item: The Advancement of Artificial Intelligence (AI) at the University of Massachusetts, Document T26-014
Senior Vice President Walker introduced the discussion item. Shannon Jenkins, Associate Provost for Faculty Affairs and Undergraduate Education at UMass Dartmouth discussed innovation in teaching; Julie Nash, Senior Vice Provost for Academic Affairs at UMass Lowell discussed innovation in learning; Mary Ellen Lane, Dean of the Morningside Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences at UMass Chan Medical School discussed innovation in research; and Chris Misra, Vice Chancellor and Chief Information Officer at UMass Amherst discussed innovation in administration. The presentation concluded with Rajini Srikanth, Dean of Faculty at UMass Boston, discussing next steps and strategic planning.
Executive Session Announcement
Chair Paris Jeffries asked the Committee for a roll call vote to enter into Executive Session to comply with, or act under the authority of, any general or special law necessitating confidentiality, as permitted under Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 30, Section 21a, Purpose (7), See Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 75, Section 4, subsection (2) regarding awards of tenure since an open meeting may compromise the purpose for which the executive session is being called and have a detrimental effect on the University; and to comply with or act under the authority of, any general or special law necessitating confidentiality, as permitted under Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 30, Section 21a, Purpose (7), See Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 75, Section 4, subsection (1) regarding awards of honorary degrees since an open meeting may compromise the purpose for which the executive session is being called and have a detrimental effect on the University. Chair Paris Jeffries stated that the Committee meeting would not reconvene in open session and asked for a motion. It was moved by Trustee Williams and seconded by Trustee Scheibel.
The Assistant Secretary called the roll with each Trustee asked to vote yes or no. Chair Paris Jeffries voted for the motion, as did Trustees Raymond, Scheibel, Williams and Mr. Moreau (representing the Secretary of Education).
Chair Paris Jeffries announced that the Zoom meeting will be closed by the host and instructed those participating in the Executive Session to join that Zoom meeting with the specific link that was provided.
[bookmark: _Hlk111536418]The time was 10:58 a.m.
Chelsey L. Burke
Assistant Secretary to the Board of Trustees
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