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Chancellor Search Committee
March 30, 2026
University of Massachusetts Board of Trustees  Amherst, Boston, Dartmouth, Lowell, Medical, Law 
Chancellor Search Committee – Chan Medical School Minutes
Monday, March 30, 2026; 1:00 p.m., via Zoom
Pursuant to Sections 20 and 30A of Chapter 20 of the Acts of 2021, as most recently amended by Section 1 of Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2025, as signed by the Governor on March 28, 2025

Committee Members Present:
Chair Brunelle; Dr. Amoah, Ms. Berry (left at 4:10 p.m.), Ms. Burns, Ms. Craven (joined at 1:34 p.m.), Dr. Fitzgerald, Mr. Julian, Dr. Luzuriaga, Dr. Maykel, Dr. Mello, Mr. Murray, Mr. Peters, Ms. Polito, Chancellor Reyes, Dr. Stauff, Dr. Walhout, Dr. Williams and Mr. Wu
Absent:
Mr. D’Alelio and Dr. Okwara 
Isaacson, Miller:
John Isaacson, Mindy Cimini, Stephanie Fidel, Ibaad Nazeer, Cam Patterson and Nick Strand
University Administration:
General Counsel Lowy; Associate Counsel Low and Associate Counsel Cherubino
Chair Brunelle convened the meeting at 1:06 p.m. and reminded attendees that all members are participating remotely as permitted by law.
Any member of the public wishing to address the Search Committee regarding an agenda item or issue related to the agenda, or to make an audio or video recording of the open public session of the Search Committee meeting was provided notice by the Secretary of the Board through a posting indicating that such written requests needed to be received no later than 24 hours prior to the Search Committee meeting. No requests to speak and no requests to make an audio or videotape of the meeting were received.
Consideration of Minutes of the Prior Meetings of the Search Committee
Chair Brunelle stated that the Committee was provided with the draft minutes of the February 17, 2026, March 5, 2026, March 6, 2026, and March 9, 2026 meeting’s Open and Executive Session and asked for any corrections. With no corrections, the minutes were approved.
Pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 30A, and the Office of the Massachusetts Attorney General’s Open Meeting Law Guide and Educational Materials, General Counsel Lowy, under the delegation of the UMass Board of Trustees, has determined that the February 17, 2026, March 5, 2026, March 6, 2026, and March 9, 2026 executive session minutes will not be released at this time and should remain confidential because publication would defeat the lawful purposes of the executive session.
Executive Session Announcement
Chair Brunelle asked the Search Committee for a roll call vote to enter into executive session pursuant to Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 30A, Section 21(a), Purpose 8 as having the discussion in an open session would have a detrimental effect on the Committee’s ability to attract qualified candidates; and under Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 30A, Section 21(a), Purpose 7, to comply with the Public Records law, Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 4, Section 7 Clause 26, subclause (u) to protect proprietary information provided to the University to assist in the preliminary screening of applicants. Chair Brunelle stated the meeting will reconvene in open session at approximately 3 p.m. and asked for a motion. It was moved by Mr. Wu and seconded by Mr. Peters.
Ms. Burke called the roll and each Committee member was asked to vote yes or no. Chair Brunelle voted for the motion, as did Dr. Amoah, Ms. Berry, Ms. Burns, Dr. Fitzgerald, Mr. Julian, Dr. Luzuriaga, Dr. Maykel, Dr. Mello, Mr. Murray, Mr. Peters, Ms. Polito, Chancellor Reyes, Dr. Stauff, Dr. Walhout, Dr. Williams and Mr. Wu.
The time was 1:09 p.m. 
Reconvene in Open Session | Update on the Chancellor Search
Chair Brunelle reconvened in open session at 4:12 p.m. He stated the Committee completed the preliminary screening process of applicants for the position of Chancellor at the UMass Chan Medical School. He thanked the Committee for their dedication, hard work, and the time and energy they gave to the process and the search firm for finding the best and most qualified candidates.
Chair Brunelle provided an overview of the Chancellor Search process. The Committee held forums on October 1, 2025 and October 3, 2025 to receive input from students, faculty, staff, and community members. Several hundred people attended these forums and provided feedback through email and an online form. This feedback helped shape the job description as the University launched a national search with the guidance of the search firm Isaacson, Miller. The search firm communicated with 100 prospective candidates and presented the credentials of a subset of those candidates to the Committee. The Committee chose to interview ten candidates via Zoom, leading to today’s designation of finalists.
He stated the task of this Committee was to identify strong, passionate leaders who have a strategic vision for UMass Chan that advances the educational, research, and service mission of the campus. The directive from the President and the Board of Trustees was to bring forward individuals who have demonstrated leadership, a track record of strategic success, and someone who will be committed to UMass Chan and the region it serves. The Committee’s charge was not to select the next Chancellor – that is a decision for the Board of Trustees acting upon a recommendation from President Meehan. The Committee’s charge was to identify a slate of highly qualified candidates to recommend to President Meehan for the position of Chancellor at UMass Chan Medical School.
Chair Brunelle asked for a motion to forward the following slate of individuals to the President and Board of Trustees for consideration of Chancellor at the UMass Chan Medical School:
· Dr. Charles B. Cairns, Dean of the College of Medicine and Senior Vice President of Drexel Health at Drexel University
· Dr. Steven A. N. Goldstein, Vice Chancellor of Health Affairs at University of California, Irvine
· Dr. Frances Elizabeth Jensen, Chair of Neurology at the Perelman School of Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania and Co-Director of Penn Translational Neuroscience Center
· Dr. David D. McManus, Professor and Chair of the Department of Medicine at the University of Massachusetts Chan Medical School and UMass Memorial Health
It was moved by Dr. Luzuriaga and seconded by Dr. Stauff.
Ms. Burke called the roll and each Committee member was asked to vote yes or no. Chair Brunelle voted for the motion, as did Dr. Amoah, Ms. Burns, Ms. Craven, Dr. Fitzgerald, Mr. Julian, Dr. Luzuriaga, Dr. Maykel, Dr. Mello, Mr. Murray, Mr. Peters, Ms. Polito, Chancellor Reyes, Dr. Stauff, Dr. Walhout, Dr. Williams and Mr. Wu.
Chair Brunelle announced the work of this Committee has concluded and the charge given by the Chairman has been fulfilled. He adjourned the meeting at 4:20 p.m.
Chelsey L. Burke
Assistant Secretary to the Board of Trustees
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