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Governance Committee
September 18, 2025

University of Massachusetts Board of Trustees  Amherst, Boston, Dartmouth, Lowell, Medical, Law 
Governance Committee						     Minutes
Thursday, September 18, 2025; 9:00 a.m., via Zoom
Pursuant to Sections 20 and 30A of Chapter 20 of the Acts of 2021, as most recently amended by Section 1 of Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2025, as signed by the Governor on March 28, 2025

Committee Members Present:
Chairman Karam; Vice Chair Burns; Trustees Scheibel and Tolman
[bookmark: _Hlk127454445]University Administration:
President Meehan and General Counsel Lowy
Documents Used:
· Meeting Minutes: September 19, 2024 (Open Session)
· 2025/2026 Officers and Committee Leadership, Document T25-046

Chairman Karam convened the meeting at 9:00 a.m. and stated that the Committee continues to meet remotely pursuant to Sections 20 and 30A of Chapter 30 of the Acts of 2021, as most recently amended by Section 1 of Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2025, as signed by the Governor on March 28, 2025. Any member of the public wishing to address the Committee regarding an agenda item or issue related to the agenda, or to make an audio or video recording of the open public session of the Committee meeting, was provided notice by the Secretary of the Board through a posting indicating that such written requests needed to be received no later than 24 hours prior to the meeting.
Consideration of Minutes of the Prior Meeting of the Committee
Chairman Karam stated that the Committee was provided with the draft minutes of the September 19, 2024 Governance Committee meeting and asked for any corrections. With no corrections, the minutes were approved.
Action Item #1: 2025/2026 Board of Trustees Officers and Committee Leadership, Document T25-046
Chairman Karam stated there were a number of trustees with terms expiring next year, several who are committee chairs. With this in mind, he recommended vice chairs who he believes would be able to assist with the leadership transition, including appointing two vice chairs of the Committee on Administration and Finance. Chairman Karam asked for a motion to approve the 2025/2026 Board of Trustees Officers and Committee Leadership. The motion was moved by Trustee Scheibel and seconded by Trustee Tolman.
To recommend that the Board take the following action:
To confirm and approve the 2025/2026 Officers and Committee Chairs of the University of Massachusetts Board of Trustees as set forth in Document T25-046; all persons to serve until the next annual meeting of the Board.
President Meehan commended Chairman Karam’s leadership and succession planning.
Chairman Karam asked for questions or comments. With none, the Assistant Secretary called the roll with each Trustee asked to vote yes or no. Chairman Karam voted for the motion as did Vice Chair Burns, and Trustees Scheibel and Tolman.
The meeting adjourned at 9:08 a.m.
Chelsey L. Burke
Assistant Secretary of the Board of Trustees
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