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Board of Trustees
September 15, 2025
University of Massachusetts Board of Trustees  Amherst, Boston, Dartmouth, Lowell, Medical, Law 
Board of Trustees							     Minutes
Monday, September 15, 2025; 8:00 a.m., via Zoom
Pursuant to Sections 20 and 30A of Chapter 20 of the Acts of 2021, as most recently amended by Section 1 of Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2025, as signed by the Governor on March 28, 2025

Trustees Present:
Chairman Karam; Vice Chair Burns; Trustees Berry, Brunelle, Colella, Cooper, Cuba, Fiola, Maguire Keches, Marino, Matias, Ramos Gagliardi (joined at 8:04 a.m.), Raymond, Scheibel, Sullivan and Tolman; Mr. Moreau (representing Trustee Tutwiler)
Trustees Absent:
Trustees Delgado, O’Brien, Okwara, Paris Jeffries, Tutwiler and Wu
University Administration:
President Meehan; General Counsel Lowy; Chancellors Reyes, Suárez-Orozco, Chen and Collins
Documents Used:
· Naming of certain University of Massachusetts campus college and Establishment of Endowed Professorships and Chairs, Doc. T25-029

Chairman Karam convened the meeting at 8:03 a.m. and reminded everyone that the Board is meeting remotely, pursuant to Sections 20 and 30A of Chapter 20 of the Acts of 2021, most recently amended by Section 1 of Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2025, as signed by the Governor on March 28, 2025.
Any member of the public wishing to address the Board regarding an agenda item or issue related to the agenda, or to make an audio or video recording of the open public session of the Board meeting was provided notice by the Secretary of the Board through a posting indicating that such written requests needed to be received no later than 24 hours prior to the Board meeting. Under the law, the Chair has complete discretion in granting or denying the request to speak and may limit the duration that the public has to address the Board.
Chair’s Remarks
Chairman Karam welcomed Trustee Fiola to the Board of Trustees. Trustee Fiola has 36 years leading economic development efforts in Fall River and has played a major role in creating jobs, attracting investment, and driving major projects. He is also a graduate of the UMass School of Law.
Chairman Karam also welcomed the new Student Trustees Ava Marino (Amherst), Gina Cuba (Dartmouth) and Abigail Cooper (Lowell), and welcomed back Bethany Berry (Chan Medical) who previously served as trustee for the Medical School, and Abigail Raymond (Boston) who served on the Board last year.
Chairman Karam thanked the Trustees for their strong support of Chancellor Reyes and his leadership. He stated that it is fulfilling to witness the vision he brings to the campus which helped to inspire this historic gift from one of our alums, Dan Riccio. Dan Riccio is a proud UMass Amherst graduate whose generosity speaks volumes about the impact of UMass on his life and his commitment to the University’s future and its students.
He also acknowledged the visionary leadership of President Meehan, whose presidency and support for the chancellors has helped bring a number of significant gifts to fruition. This extraordinary gift is yet another testament to the bright future President Meehan has helped to shape.
President’s Report
President Meehan welcomed Trustee Fiola and student trustees. He stated it is an honor to hold this special meeting in recognition of an inspiring act of philanthropy. This is a transformational moment for UMass Amherst and the College of Engineering, and he commended Chancellor Reyes for his exceptional leadership.
President Meehan acknowledged the incredible generosity of Dan Riccio stating this type of gift is a testament to the work that we do at the University, and to have this gift come from a graduate is especially meaningful. This $50M gift is the largest in UMass Amherst history and with the approval of the Board of Trustees, the College of Engineering will now bear Dan’s name.
President Meehan asked Chancellor Reyes to provide a deeper overview of this historic gift and the exciting future it will unlock for the College of Engineering and the campus. 
Chancellor Reyes shared the details of this historic gift that will name the University of Massachusetts Amherst College of Engineering as the Daniel J. Riccio, Jr. College of Engineering, and elevate the College from a regional excellence into a national prominence. These details include: $10M for undergraduate scholarships; $5M for graduate fellowships, $12M to establish named professorships, $5M to establish and name the Dean’s position, $3M to support a Chair in biomedical engineering, $5M to establish a research innovation fund, and $10M to create a catalyst fund that will provide flexible support for the Daniel J. Ricco, Jr. College of Engineering’s highest priorities. These priorities including working collaboratively with the UMass Chan Medical School, the College of Humanities and Fine Arts, and the Isenberg School of Management. Chancellor Reyes shared he is excited for the faculty and students, and thanked Dan Riccio for ensuring that we get to write the next chapter.
Chancellor Reyes also thanked the UMass Foundation Executive Director, Jim Julian, and UMass Foundation Board Chair, Rob Manning, for their support.
Trustee Sullivan, as a proud UMass Amherst alumnus, thanked Chancellor Reyes and Dan Riccio. This $50M contribution is extremely generous and will have a multiplier effect at UMass Amherst for years to come.
Trustee Scheibel stated today is an extraordinary day for UMass and thanked Chancellor Reyes and President Meehan for their important work.
Action Item #1:  Naming of certain University of Massachusetts campus college and Establishment of Endowed Professorships and Chairs, Doc. T25-029
Chairman Karam asked for a motion to approve the naming of the Daniel J. Riccio, Jr. College of Engineering and the Establishment of Endowed Professorships and Chairs at the University of Massachusetts Amherst, Doc. T25-029. The motion was moved by Trustee Sullivan and seconded by Trustee Scheibel. 
In accordance with Board Policy on Naming Facilities, T93-127, as amended, and in accordance with sections 1A(e) and 11 of Chapter 75 of the General Laws, to name the College of Engineering at the University of Massachusetts Amherst, the Daniel J. Riccio, Jr. College of Engineering.
And further, 
In accordance with Board Policy on Named Professorships, T00-080 to establish the Daniel J. Riccio, Jr. Dean, the Daniel J. Riccio, Jr. Distinguished Chair in Biomedical Engineering, and eight (8) Daniel J. Riccio, Jr. Professorships at the University of Massachusetts Amherst.
Chairman Karam asked for questions or comments. With none, the Secretary called the roll and each Trustee was asked to vote yes or no. Chairman Karam and Vice Chair Burns voted for the motion, as did Trustees Brunelle, Colella, Fiola, Maguire Keches, Marino, Matias, Ramos Gagliardi, Raymond, Scheibel, Sullivan, Tolman and Mr. Moreau (representing Trustee Tutwiler).
Chancellor Reyes played a short video with remarks from Dan Riccio.
Executive Session Announcement
Chairman Karam asked the Committee for a roll call vote to enter into Executive Session to consider the purchase, exchange, lease or value of real property, including proposed and ongoing projects, as permitted under Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 30A, Section 21a, Purpose (6), since an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the negotiating position of the University; and to comply with, or act under the authority of, any general or special law necessitating confidentiality, as permitted under Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 30, Section 21a, Purpose (7), See Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 4, Section 7 Clause 26, subclauses: (d) and (u) since an open meeting may compromise the purpose for which the executive session is being called and have a detrimental effect on the University. Chairman Karam stated the meeting would not reconvene in open session and asked for a motion. It was moved by Trustee Scheibel and seconded by Vice Chair Burns.
The Secretary called the roll and each Trustee was asked to vote yes or no. Chairman Karam and Vice Chair Burns voted for the motion, as did Trustees Brunelle, Colella, Fiola, Maguire Keches, Marino, Matias, Ramos Gagliardi, Raymond, Scheibel, Sullivan, Tolman and Mr. Moreau (representing Trustee Tutwiler).  
The time was 8:24 a.m.
Chelsey L. Burke
Assistant Secretary to the Board of Trustees
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