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Chancellor Search Committee
January 8, 2026
University of Massachusetts Board of Trustees  Amherst, Boston, Dartmouth, Lowell, Medical, Law 
Chancellor Search Committee – Chan Medical School Minutes
Thursday, January 8, 2026; 9:00 a.m., via Zoom
Pursuant to Sections 20 and 30A of Chapter 20 of the Acts of 2021, as most recently amended by Section 1 of Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2025, as signed by the Governor on March 28, 2025

Committee Members Present:
Chair Brunelle; Dr. Amoah, Ms. Berry, Ms. Burns, Dr. Fitzgerald, Mr. Julian, Dr. Maykel, Dr. Mello, Mr. Murray, Dr. Okwara, Mr. Peters, Ms. Polito, Dr. Stauff, Dr. Walhout and Dr. Williams 
Absent:
Ms. Craven, Mr. D’Alelio, Dr. Luzuriaga, Dr. Reyes and Mr. Wu
Isaacson, Miller:
John Isaacson, Mindy Cimini, Stephanie Fidel, Ibaad Nazeer and Nick Strand
University Administration:
General Counsel Lowy and Associate Counsel Low; Senior Vice President Calise
Chair Brunelle convened the meeting at 9:06 a.m. and reminded attendees that the Search Committee is meeting remotely, pursuant to Sections 20 and 30A of Chapter 20 of the Acts of 2021, most recently amended by Section 1 of Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2025, as signed by the Governor on March 28, 2025.
Any member of the public wishing to address the Search Committee regarding an agenda item or issue related to the agenda, or to make an audio or video recording of the open public session of the Search Committee meeting was provided notice by the Secretary of the Board through a posting indicating that such written requests needed to be received no later than 24 hours prior to the Search Committee meeting. No requests to speak and no requests to make an audio or videotape of the meeting were received.
Consideration of Minutes of the Prior Meeting of the Search Committee
Chair Brunelle stated that the Committee was provided with the draft minutes of the December 8, 2025 meeting’s Open and Executive Session and asked for any corrections. With no corrections, the minutes were approved.
Pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 30A, and the Office of the Massachusetts Attorney General’s Open Meeting Law Guide and Educational Materials, General Counsel Lowy, under the delegation of the UMass Board of Trustees, has determined that the December 8, 2025 executive session minutes will not be released at this time and should remain confidential because publication would defeat the lawful purposes of the executive session.
Executive Session Announcement
Chair Brunelle asked the Search Committee for a roll call vote to enter into executive session pursuant to Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 30A, Section 21(a), Purpose 8 as having the discussion in an open session would have a detrimental effect on the Committee’s ability to attract qualified candidates; and under Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 30A, Section 21(a), Purpose 7, to comply with the Public Records law, Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 4, Section 7 Clause 26, subclause (u) to protect proprietary information provided to the University to assist in the preliminary screening of applicants. Chair Brunelle stated the meeting would not reconvene in open session and asked for a motion. It was moved by Mr. Peters and seconded by Mr. Julian.
Ms. Burke called the roll and each Committee member was asked to vote yes or no. Chair Brunelle voted for the motion, as did Dr. Amoah, Ms. Berry, Ms. Burns, Dr. Fitzgerald, Mr. Julian, Dr. Maykel, Dr. Mello, Mr. Murray, Dr. Okwara, Mr. Peters, Ms. Polito, Dr. Stauff, Dr. Walhout and Dr. Williams.
The time was 9:10 a.m.
Chelsey L. Burke
Assistant Secretary to the Board of Trustees
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